
2011 NADC ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE 
MAY 26-27, 2011 

BILLINGS HOTEL AND CONVENTION CENTER 

Developing Sustainable Business Successes  
 

1 | P a g e  

www.nadc-nabn.org  

Start End              Location 

Wednesday, May 25, 2011- Billings Hotel and Convention Center  

12:00 5:00  

Pre-Conference Workshops 

“How to Create a Successful Government Marketing Strategy” 

Rod Trahan, Streamline Enterprises 

“8(a) Certification and Applications – FAQ’s” 

Leonard Smith, NADC PTAC and Bob Much, SBA 

 

 

Parlor 110 

6:00 8:00  
Welcome Reception and Early Registration 

 

 

Explorer 

Thursday, May 26, 2011 Billings Hotel and Convention Center  

7:00 5:00  

Registration 

 

Convention Center Entrance 

7:00 8:30 
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Continental  Breakfast 

 

Convention Center Entrance 

8:30 12:00 
General Session 

Master of Ceremonies:  Gordon Tootoosis, Actor 

Homesteader 

8:30 8:45 

Prayer – Colorguard – Drumgroup 

Prayer: Tribal Council Member 

Colorguard: Arthur-Antelope-Brown Arapaho Legion Post 84 – Wind River Reservation 

Drumgroup: Blackfoot Confederacy 

 

 

Homesteader 

8:45 9:00 
Welcome Address: 

Shannon Augare, Montana State Senator and Blackfeet Tribal Councilman 

 

Homesteader 

9:00 9:15 

Welcome Address: 

Tony Belcourt, Montana State Representative and  

Chief Executive Officer, Chippewa Cree Construction 

 

Homesteader 

9:15 9:25 
Conference Synopsis 

Leonard Smith, Program Manager, NADC PTAC 

 

Homesteader 

9:25 9:35 
Message from Senator Baucus’ Office 

Message from Senator Tester’s Office 

 

Homesteader 

9:35 10:15 

Keynote Speaker 

Kristi Woodard, Acting Tribal Government Relations Specialist with the VA’s Office of 

Tribal Government Relations 

“Enhancing Relationships with Indian Country” 

 

Homesteader 

10:15 10:30 Networking Break Convention Center Entrance 

10:30 11:30 

Keynote Speaker 

Katharine Boyce, Partner, Patton Boggs 

“Federal Appropriations and other legislation affecting tribes in the areas of business 

economic and community development procurement policy and health care delivery.  

Update on initiative for construction bonding for tribes.” 

 

 

Homesteader 

11:30 12:30 

Keynote Speaker 

David Kimelberg, Chief Executive Officer, Seneca Holdings 

“Holding Company Concept for Indian Country” 

Travis Parashonts, Chief Executive Officer, Cedar Band Enterprises 

“Developing Successful Tribal-Owned Business Enterprises” 

 

 

Homesteader 

12:30 1:30 

Luncheon Speaker 

Robert Gauthier, National American Indian Housing Council 

“Developing Sustainable Financial Strategies to Support the Needs of Indian Reservations” 

 

Homesteader 
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1:45 3:15 

TRACK ONE – 

PROCUREMENT 

(North 40) 

“Strategic 

Partnerships/Mentor 

Protégé/Teaming 

Agreements” 

  

Moderator: Eric Bruguier, 

Procurement Specialist, 

NADC PTAC  

 

Panel Members: 

 

Ken Hilderbrand, Lockheed 

Martin Aeronautics 

 

Robert Much, Supervisory 

BDS, SBA 

 

Barth Robinson, Radiance 

 

Thomas “Stoney” Anketell, 

Integrated Solutions 

TRACK TWO – ACCESSING 

CAPITAL 

(Rancher) 

 

“Financing Indian Business 

Enterprises” 

 

Moderator:  Phil Belangie, 

MIBA Executive Board 

(Update on MIBA Statewide 

Roundtable Discussions 

 

Panel Members:  

 

Barbara Braided Hair, 1
st
 

Interstate Bank, Lame Deer 

 

David Glaser, President, 

Montana Community 

Development Corporation 

 

Lisa Wagner, Manager, 

Oweesta 

 

Andy Poole, Deputy 

Director, MT Department of 

Commerce 

TRACK THREE – 

ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

(South 40) 

“Reservation Based 

Community Models” 

 

Moderator: John Rogers, 

EDA Representative  

 

Panel Members: 

 

Ernestine Jemerson, Business 

Management Specialist, 

Standing Rock 

Entrepreneurial Center 

 

Heather Sobrepena-George, 

Program Manager, Indian 

Country Economic 

Development 

 

Henri Headdress, 

Transportation Planner, IRR, 

Ft. Peck Tribes 

 

Michelle Fox, Chief Executive 

Office, Island Mountain 

Development Group, Ft. 

Belknap 

TRACK FOUR – 

MARKETING 

(Explorer) 

 

“Road Map to 

Government Contracting” 

 

Moderator: 

Mary Walks Over Ice, 

Supervisory Procurement 

Specialist, NADC PTAC 

 

Panel Member: 

 

Jeff Sneddon, WY PTAC 

3:15 3:30   Networking Break 

3:30 5:00 

TRACK ONE – 

PROCUREMENT 

“How to help your 

business grow with Set-

Asides and Certification 

Programs” 

(North 40) 

Moderator: 

Robert Much, SBA 

 

Panel Members: 

Travis Parashonts, CEO, 

Cedar Band Enterprises 

 

John Klaman, Senior Area 

Manager, SBA  

 

Shannon Hahn, Supportive 

Services, MT DOT DBE 

 

TRACK TWO – ACCESSING 

CAPITAL 

“New Tax Market Credits” 

(Rancher) 

Moderator: Eileen “Taffy” 

Lafferty, Loan Fund 

Manager, NADC 

 

Panel Members: 

 

David Glaser, President, 

Montana Community 

Development Corporation 

 

David Meyer, Senior Policy 

and Program Officer, New 

Market Tax Credits, U.S. 

Dept. of Treasury, CDFI 

 

TRACK THREE – 

ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

“Indian Country Exporting 

101 – International Trade 

in Indian Country” 

(South 40) 

Moderator: Jason Smith, 

Program Manager, State 

Tribal Economic 

Development Commission 

Panel Members: 

-Carey Hester, Director of 

MT U.S. Export Center 

-Sara Warren, Export 

Marketing Officer, MT DOC 

-Inga Fisher, Regional 

Manager, Export Solutions 

Group,  SBA 

-Representative from 

Burlington Northern SF 

TRACK FOUR – 

MARKETING 

“Marketing Tools” 

(Explorer) 

Moderator: 

Gerry Cartwright, NADC 

PTAC Consultant 

 

Panel Members: 

Dr. Joe Michels, Principal, 

Solomon Bruce Consulting  

 

Rod Trahan, Streamline 

Enterprises 

 

Bill Simmons, CEO, 

Masterlube 
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8:00 5:00 VENDOR TRADESHOW 
 

Trapper 

1:45 5:00 MATCHMAKING SESSIONS Ballroom 

7:30 9:30 

ENTERTAINMENT 

FASHION SHOW BY DISA TOOTOOSIS 

SAMOAN DANCE TROUPE 

 

Homesteader 
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Start End  

Friday, May 27, 2011  Billings Hotel and Convention Center 

8:00 12:00 
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General Session 

8:20 8:30 
Prayer 

Tribal Council Member 

8:30 9:00 

Welcome Address 

Anne Jennings, Economic Development Specialist, Office of Indian Energy and Economic Development  

Gordon Jackson, Deputy Regional Director, Rocky Mountain Region, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

9:00 9:30 

Keynote Address 

Anna Whiting Sorrell, Director, MT SHHA 

“Healthcare as a Business” 

9:30 10:15 

Keynote Address 

Larry D. Keown, Author/Consultant/Educator 

“Building Successful Business Relationships with American Indian Tribes” 

10:15 10:30  Networking Break 

10:30 11:15 

General Session 

Ruth Jaure, Program Manager, Native Initiatives, U.S. Treasury, Community Development Financial Institutions  

“How CDFI’s can help American Indian Businesses in American Indian Communities” 

11:15 12:15 

General Session 

Ken Hildebrand, Supplier Diversity Manager, Lockheed Martin Aeronautics 

Francella Giatrakis, Tribal Solutions, Inc. 

“Success through Government Contracting and the Indian Incentive Program” 

12:15 1:15 

Luncheon Featuring E200 Program and Participants 

Tom White, Lender Specialist and Native American Liaison, SBA 

E200 Participants 

1:30 3:00 

TRACK ONE – 

PROCUREMENT 

“Contractor – 

Subcontractor 

Opportunities”  

(North 40) 

Moderator:   

Lori Haozous, NADC PTAC 

 

Panel Members: 

Jerry Black, Chief 

Contracting Officer, Indian 

Health Service 

 

Jo’Etta Buckhouse, 

Regional Archeologist, 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

 

Joel Clairmont, Deputy 

Director, Department of 

Agriculture 

 

 

TRACK THREE – 

ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

“Developing Programs 

for Housing Needs” 

(South 40) 

Moderator:  

Leonard Smith, Program 

Manager, NADC PTAC 

 

Panel Members: 

Donald Sterhan, President 

and CEO, Mountain Plains 

Equity Group, Inc. 

 

Deborah Chorlton, 

Housing Programs 

Director, USDA Rural 

Development 

 

Darrell LaMere, Housing 

Services Specialist, 

HomeWord 

TRACK FOUR – 

MARKETING 

“Bridging Cultures for 

Business Development 

and Marketing”  

(Explorer) 

Moderator:  

Ada Iron, EDA Planner, 

Crow Tribe 

Panel Members: 

- Yolanda Old Dwarf-Good 

Voice, Apsaalooke Nation 

Revolving Loan Fund 

- James Real Bird, Director, 

Crow Tribal Water and Waste 

Water 

- Sidney Fitzpatrick, Big Horn 

County Commissioner 

- Bruce MacIntyre, Billings 

Chamber of Commerce 

- John Klaman, SBA 

- Lisa Skriner, Director of 

Workforce  and Resource 

Dev., MSU-B COT 

3:00 3:30 Closing Remarks 
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VENUE FLOOR PLAN 

 


